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What does this study tell us about
museum attendance among youth?

This empirical study examined data from 1987 -
2009 to determine factors influencing museum
attendance among youth (5-18 years old). Their
findings suggest that 30-50% of youth are not
typically attending museums. Attendance was
lowest for children in the K-Grade 3 range, and
highest for Grade 7 and Grade 10 students (with
40% visiting more than once). However,
socioeconomic status, race/ethnicity, and location
all play a role in influencing attendance.

Why this matters for Crystal Bridges
& the Momentary

This study aligns with the results of our annual
COVES study. Given the importance of the factors
outlined on the right, this creates an even greater
impetus for the museum to continue developing
programming that targets lower socioeconomic
and diverse racial and ethnic groups.

This monthly snapshot series is intended to review relevant research and
translate it into action. Have a research question and want us to look into
it? Reach out to research@crystalbridges.org

SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS IS A MAJOR
REASON FOR MUSEUM ATTENDANCE

Parents' education (especially that of the father)
has strong implications for museum visitation,
positively influencing it by 14-16%.

RACE/ETHNICITY PLAY AROLEIN
ATTENDANCE

In early childhood, BIPOC children are 14% less
likely to visit. Hispanic and Black Grade 10
students were also 11-14% less likely to visit.

RURAL YOUTH ARE LESS LIKELY
TO VISIT

The disparities appear to become more
pronounced as children grow older, with Grade 10
students in rural areas being 12% less likely to visit.

The study does not identify links between
museum attendance and student outcomes (such
as improved test scores; or non-cognitive skills,
such as improved confidence).
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